decorated most lavishly the Dome of the
Rock.   The  Ummayyads   had   not only
the Alyites as their enemies but also the
Abbasides and the Kharijites, a theocratic
sect.   The  Alyites were  crushed by the
Ummayyads and thus the Abbasides were
relieved of a potent rival.    The Abbas-
ide emissaries, who were spreading their
propaganda in all directions, endeavoured
to bring about the downfall of the Um-
mayyads,  but in spite  of their efforts,
Walid, the son of Abd al-Malik, enjoyed
a life of luxury and gratified his aesthetic
taste in his  capital at Damascus, while
his generals and admirals carried on the ex-
tensive work of conquest in all directions
both by land and sea.   His two gene-
rals, Musa and Tariq, carried the flag of
Islam to the peninsula of Spain and thus
relieved her inhabitants from the Christ-
ianised but corrupt barbarians, the Visi-
goths,   Before the invasion of Islam the
history of Spain was made up of enslave-
ment, rapine and devastation by Cartha-
ginians, Phoenicians, Romans   and Visi-
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